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The Origins of UIC   

1859 Chicago College of Pharmacy -- first unit in what would 
become UIC

1867 Founding of University of Illinois, Urbana

1882 Founding of College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Chicago 

1896   Affiliation of Physicians and Surgeons with U of I;  Incorporation 
in 1913 

1897 U of I at the Medical Center, UIMC 

1946 Chicago Undergraduate Division, at Navy Pier 

1965 U of I, Chicago Circle Campus, UICC 

1982 University of Illinois at Chicago, consolidation of UICC and 
UIMC  



UIC and the Near West 
Side



The Near West Side
And 

Hull House: Chicago’s “Ellis 
Island”

Jane Addams 
at the founding of 
Hull House, 1889 

The Object of Hull House:  to provide a center for 
a higher civic and social life; to institute and 
maintain educational and philanthropic 
enterprises; and to investigate and improve the 
conditions in the industrial districts of Chicago. 



Juvenile 
Justice, Hull 

House & 
COM



Campus 
Phone at 

Hawkeyes, 
Dick Ward, 

and UIC 
Baseball



Flames 
Field: Field 
of Dreams



Curtis 
Granderson

Former Flames outfielder Curtis Granderson played 16 seasons for 7 teams.  He led the resurgence of 
the Detroit Tigers in 2006 becoming the first UIC athlete to play in the World Series.  He returned as 
New York Met in 2015.  He is recognized for his humanitarian efforts and is an ambassador for MLB & 
UIC. 



Athletics

Credit Union 1 Arena 
(formerly the UIC 
Pavilion) 

Division I Status Aids 
Recruitment, 
exemplified by Sherell Ford



Flames Athletic Center

FAC is the first privately funded 
building on campus and a major 
asset for UIC Athletics



Unabomber



Star Wars 
Connection



WWII & 
Health 
Science 

Education: 
OT



27th Evac 
Hospital



UIC Radio



Dance Party 
Policy: 
House 
Music



Hotbed of 
the Blues



Maxwell Street 
1960s



Dancing 
Flames 

National 
Champions



Robert V. 
Remini



Liberal Arts and Sciences Department 
Chairs, 1965President David 

Henry (right) and the 
administrative team 
behind University 
expansion in the 

1960s



Roots of 
Undergraduat

e Education



Chicago Undergraduate 
Division

Navy Pier, 1946-1965



Engineering Classroom, 
Navy Pier

“Defense Plant 
Corporation” 

war surplus equipment 



Dr. Robert 
C. Hamilton



Dean of 
Students 

Oscar Miller



College of 
Nursing



UIC Expansion

Regional Medical Sites 1971:
Rockford, Peoria, & Urbana

Regional Nursing: Quad Cities

Academic & Residential Complex - 
2019

UIC Master Plan



Virginia 
Ohlson



De-Consolidat
ion:

Leaving U of I



UIMC
Football- 
Athletics



TRIVIA QUESTION

What two colors would you use 
for a college of medicine athletic 
program, chocolate brown 
and…?



P&S Basketball, 1903



Home of 
the Bears



UICC “Chikas” 
Football   

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
1965

Hal Nemoto, standout lineback, football head coach, and 
demise of UICC Football



Student 
Diversity 



First Drama in Circle 
Forum: 

Antigone, October 1965
Homecoming 
Queens
1967 and 1968 



Homecomin
g Court 1992



Asian 
American 

Movement



Origins of 
Greek Life



Neighborhood Diversity 
&

Terrell vs. Temmer



Chancellor Norman 
Parker

Circle’s “Urban Mission” 

University Administrator James 
Holderman 
and the West Side Organization 



Warren 
Cheston 

and 
Admission 
Standards



Circle in the 1970s or, why we don’t call it Circle anymore!  

“The University of Illinois Chicago Circle, now 10 
years old, is still mired in confusion over what it 
means to be an urban university. … Circle is 
adrift.” 

                     Chicago Sun-Times, 1975 



“The role I played in establishing this 
campus 
is my greatest contribution to the life of 
the city.”

     Mayor Richard J. Daley  



Urban 
Health 

Program



James 
Overlock



East Side 
Residence 

Halls



James J. Stukel Towers Residence Hall and 
UIC Forum, from Dan Ryan Expressway

Thomas Beckham Residence 
Hall, Halsted Street

South Campus 
Development



Student 
Services 
Building
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