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• COVID-19 Vaccine Impact

• Vaccine Hesitancy vs Deliberation

• Misinformation and Myths

• UIC COVID-19 Street Outreach Program

Overview



COVID-19 
Vaccine Impact



• Reduces your risk of infection
• Protects against severe illness
• As more of the population is vaccinated, the odds of 

getting the disease is reduced due to herd immunity
• Protects people around you, particularly people at increase 

risk of severe illness from COVID-19 

COVID-19 Vaccine Impact



Older Adults and COVID-19



Risk increases with age, with older adults at highest 
risk
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Health Justice 
and COVID-19

Image: HealthLeadersmedia.com



• Health equity is achieved when every person has the opportunity to 
“attain their full health potential” and no one is “disadvantaged from 
achieving this potential because of social position or other socially 
determined circumstances.” 

• Health inequities are reflected in differences in length of life; quality 
of life; rates of disease, disability, and death; severity of disease; and 
access to treatment.

Health Equity

CDC, https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/healthequity/index.htm
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Vaccine 
Hesitancy?

“Vaccine hesitancy” means the reluctance 
or unwillingness to be vaccinated or have 
oneʼs children vaccinated against a disease, 
even if proven safe and effective.











Vaccine hesitancy or 
deliberation?



• Age minimums for COVID vaccination 
• Appointment scheduling 
• Online-only sign-ups
• Poor internet access 
• Language barriers 
• Proof-of-eligibility requirements
• Location of vaccination sites 
• Transportation
• Other planning and access issues

COVID-19 Vaccine Equity



Infodemic

WHO, 2020

• an overabundance of information—some accurate and 
some not—that makes it hard for people to find 
trustworthy sources and reliable guidance when they need 
it



• (Mis)information: a lack of a full understanding of the virus
• Disinformation: deliberately spreading false or misleading 

information in an effort to influence public opinion or 
deceive

• Biased information
• Manipulated narrative/facts
• Propaganda
• Fake news

COVID-19: Misinformation vs 
Disinformation











WHAT ARE SOME MYTHS YOU’VE HEARD 
ABOUT THE COVID-19 VACCINE?



UIC COVID-19 
Street 
Outreach 
Program



• Street Outreach Supervisors – 4
• Street Outreach Specialists – 10



• Primary Goal: to provide temporary employment relief to individuals 
whose employment has been impacted by the pandemic

• Secondary Goal: to enhance community members’ health and well-
being through direct outreach and the provision of the information and 
protection needed to prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection among 
individuals in vulnerable communities in Chicago

• Partnership with North American Job Center at Truman College
• Funded by Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership



• Deliverance Temple of the Apostolic Faith 
• Inspiration Kitchen
• CORE Chicago
• UI Health/Mile Square and Protect Chicago Plus

• Englewood Vaccination High Impact Collaboration 
• Humboldt Park





Zombie

I am the 
cure!

Mark of 
the beast

God got me

Not FDA 
approved?

What are our communities 
saying…



Health Justice 
and COVID-19

It is critical that we ensure 
equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines and accurate 
information in a timely 
manner.





THANK  YOU!
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